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MINUTES 
SELECT BOARD 

TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH 
Tuesday, February 16th, 2021 – 5:00 PM 

1 Grove Street, Peterborough, New Hampshire 
 

Present: Tyler Ward, Bill Taylor, Ed Juengst 
Also Present: Nicole MacStay, Alison Kreutz, Linda Guyette, Attorney Phil Runyon    

The meeting was broadcast live on Ustream, Facebook, YouTube, and Channel 22 (Comcast).  
 
Chair Ward opened the meeting at 5:00 PM.  
 
Discussion to Determine if 20201 Town Meeting will be Held Virtually or In-Person  
Ms. MacStay said there was a wealth of information in the packet pertaining to Town Meeting options. She 
said question before the Select Board is if they would like to hold Town Meeting in-person or virtually, and 
she said if it was held virtually, it would look similar to Town Meeting last year. There would be a 
presentation of Warrant Articles via Zoom, followed up by a virtual information session to address any 
questions and comments that had been received regarding the presentation. The Select Board would have the 
opportunity to amend the warrant if needed, and then it would all go to ballot, as it did last year.  
 
Chair Ward said, “and that ran pretty smoothly last time, didn’t it?” 
Ms. MacStay confirmed, and explained how the numerous measures taken last summer ensured all worked 
well.  
 
Chair Ward said he would be in favor of holding Town Meeting in the same fashion as last year, and 
acknowledged that, with what was learned last year, there would be no need to delay the meeting this year. He 
asked for confirmation that there weren’t too many big-ticket items that would warrant in-depth discussion.  
Ms. MacStay answered that most of things up for discussion have been discussed before, with the exception 
of potential Broadband Build-Out Bond (the Town is currently waiting on RFP’s), which would be on the 
warrant, but the bond vote could still be on the ballot according to the SB2 model.  
 
Mr. Juengst agreed it would be prudent to hold Town Meeting virtually.  
Mr. Taylor said he felt the same way. 
Chair Ward asked Town Clerk Linda Guyette what she thought about holding off on the Open Session. 
 
Ms. Guyette said if there was a bond article that warranted discussion at Town Meeting, it could technically 
be put off until a meeting at a future time, while the remainder of items could be on the ballot. She said she 
thought the decision to address a Broadband Bond should wait until the RFP comes in. 
Ms. MacStay said that the deadlines for the RFP would make it difficult to wait, as there are notices, mailings, 
etc. that would need to be organized ahead of time. She said the Select Board will have to review the RFP’s 
once they come in, so the decision would need to be made in March. She said she was trying to keep the 
timeline for Town Meeting as close to the traditional timeline as possible.  
 
Mr. Taylor said the bond may not be an issue at the upcoming Town Meeting. Ms. MacStay said there was 
still a lot of information that needed to come in, but, as Ms. Guyette had suggested, it was possible it could 
held off until a future meeting. 
 
Via Facebook, Sarah Steinberg Heller asked if there would be multiple information sessions if the Broadband 
Bond was going on the ballot. 
Ms. MacStay replied that if there was a Broadband Bond, requirements would call for two public information 
sessions specific to the broadband infrastructure bond to establish the public good provided by the bond, as 
well as the public hearing and the other Town Meeting public information session on everything on the 
warrant, including the bond. If it was put forward, there would be more meetings than would be held in a 
normal year. 
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Mr. Juengst asked when petition articles have to be submitted by, and asked if any had been received.  
Ms. MacStay said she was aware of one petition that would be coming in, and possibly a second one.  
Mr. Juengst explained that Dori Drachman of Peterborough Energy Action, who had presented to the Select 
Board in December, had contacted him about a proposed resolution on renewable energy. Mr. Juengst said 
he was personally in favor of the initiatives, and had agreed as an individual to support it, but wanted to bring 
it before the Board to see if any other Board members had any thoughts about it. He said Ms. Drachman has 
drafted a letter that referenced that Mr. Juengst had previously been, and was currently, a Select Board 
member, and he wanted to see if that “was proper.” 
 
Chair Ward said he believed they had agreed in the past to not endorse anything as a Board but that as 
individuals they could stand for what they wished.  
 
Attorney Runyon suggested that if Mr. Juengst chose to endorse it, he should do so as a private citizen. 
Reference to Mr. Juengst’s past service as a Select Board member was fine, but he didn’t recommend mention 
of his current status as a Select Board member. 
Mr. Juengst agreed that was prudent.  
 
Ms. MacStay said she had draft language of the petition article, which was included in Ms. Drachman’s 
presentation to the Board in December.  
 
Attorney Runyon asked Ms. MacStay how she would like to see Town Meeting process proceed. 
Ms. MacStay said it was the recommendation of staff, including Health Officer Chief Walker, to hold it 
virtually - “There is no reason not to do it virtually.” The current earliest available slot to receive vaccines for 
those that are eligible is April 30th, which is after the first deliberative session. It would be very difficult, 
considering social distancing recommendations, to hold an in-person meeting. “It would be much easier to 
hold a much safter Town Meeting by using virtual process.” A postcard would be sent out in March to every 
registered voter in town with a valid mailing address to inform them as to what the process would be. She 
added that the Select Board would have the opportunity to amend the warrant after all public input had been 
received following the information sessions, which wasn’t an option previously. 
 
Attorney Runyon asked how many people could be accommodated at a virtual Deliberative Session,  
Ms. MacStay answered that it would be held in two parts: a virtual Information Session and follow-up virtual 
Question/Answer Session. The Information Session would be April 6th, and comments and questions from 
the public would be addressed no later than April 13th.  
 
Attorney Runyon then asked for confirmation that everything would be on the ballot. 
Ms. MacStay confirmed, and said the ballot session would be the second Tuesday in May (May 11th), to 
adhere to regular schedule.  
 
Attorney Runyon asked for confirmation that there would then not be an Open Session. 
Ms. MacStay confirmed, and said there would be language included on the ballot that would ask residents if 
they wished to waive Open Session, as there was last year.  
 
Ms. Guyette said April 13th was “cutting it close” regarding time to mail ballots out.  
Ms. MacStay acknowledged “it was challenging.”  
Chair Ward asked if the meeting should be postponed, since there was that option. 
Ms. MacStay said if the Select Board could vote on meeting process, then she and Ms. Guyette could figure out 
the timeline of what needed to follow.  
 
Motion: Chair Ward made the motion to hold 2021 Town Meeting virtually, with timeline to be determined. 
Mr. Taylor seconded. 
Roll Call Vote:  
Chair Ward - Aye 
Mr. Taylor - Aye  
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Mr. Juengst – Aye 
All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
School Voting 
Chair Ward said all the information pertaining to school voting was up on the Town website, as of today.  
 
Ms. Guyette said absentee ballot request forms for school voting are available at her office, but need to be 
turned into the SAU, which has the actual ballots.  
 
Via Facebook, Carol Krauss asked about when Town Meeting voting date would be determined. 
Ms. MacStay said Town Meeting will be May 11th. The dates that need to be established are the virtual 
information sessions.  
 
Vote to Appoint Anne Huberman & John Morison to the South Peterborough TIF Advisory Committee  
Motion: Mr. Taylor made a motion to appoint Anne Huberman & John Morison to the South Peterborough 
TIF Advisory Committee  
Vote: Seconded by Mr. Juengst. All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Vote to Appoint Michelle Rourke to Recreation Committee 
Chair Ward explained that this a seat up for reelection at next Town Meeting, but Michelle Rourke would be 
filling the open seat in the interim. 
Motion: Chair Ward made a motion to appoint Michelle Rourke to the Recreation Committee. 
Vote: Seconded by Mr. Taylor. All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Extension of Drum Contract 
Chair Ward said the Town, through the EDA, currently had a contract with Drum for marketing and social 
media work.  
Ms. MacStay said Drum handles the EDA webpage and some social media posting for the Town (primarily 
Instagram). The request from the EDA is for an extension of Drum’s existing contract through the end of 
the fiscal year, using the special warrant article appropriation that was granted a number of years ago (which 
expires at the end of fiscal year). 
 
Mr. Taylor asked if the financial figures were the same as last time. 
Ms. MacStay said it is the same as the last contract.  
Chair Ward asked if analytics had been provided and asked if the Town was getting as many hits as were 
hoped for.  
Ms. MacStay replied that the EDA thought so based on the reports they had been getting from Drum, but 
she could find out more details.  
Mr. Juengst said “all advertising should be measured,” and a measurement of the success of the efforts would 
be helpful. 
 
Motion: Chair Ward made a motion to extend the Drum contract and to authorize Nicole MacStay to sign the 
contract on behalf of the Board.  
Vote: Mr. Taylor seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Vote to Approve Minutes of the Joint Select Board/Budget Committee Meetings of January 12, January 19, and January 26, 
2021 
Motion: Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve Minutes of the Joint Select Board/Budget Committee Meetings 
of January 12, January 19, and January 26, 2021.  
Vote: Seconded by Mr. Juengst. All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Chair Ward said the glass has been installed in the new library, and said Community Meals to Go has been 
very successful. Ms. MacStay agreed “it’s been pretty incredible” and added that the United Way is 
distributing funds to local communities to support food security, and Ms. Hatcher is in the process of 

DocuSign Envelope ID: E004643E-D7D7-4856-B269-6524ADC21CE2



Select Board Minutes 2/16/2021                pg. 4 of 4 

 
submitting the application on behalf of the Town, so there may potentially be more support for the program 
coming in the future.  
 
Motion: Mr. Taylor made a motion to adjourn at 5:42 PM.  
Vote: Seconded by Chair Ward. All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Alison Kreutz, Administrative Assistant 

 
PETERBOROUGH  

        SELECT BOARD: 
 
 
        ___________________________ 
        Tyler Ward 
 
          
        ___________________________ 
        Bill Taylor 
 
 
        ___________________________ 
        Ed Juengst 
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